Artemas Ward Wading Pool, Marlborough, Free

Artemas Ward Wading Pool features a large, gently sloped wading pool with a mushroom misting fountain in the middle. Location: Orchard Street, Marlborough, MA Hours: Open from 12:00pm until 6:00pm in the summer. This is a very large, gently sloped pool with a misty dome-shaped fountain for play. There is a large shallow pool for non-swimmers and new swimmers. Maximum depth is probably 2 1/2 feet. There is a bathroom for changing, but better to come ready to go…. Aquasox or some other water footwear are recommended.

Artesani Park & Wading Pool, Brighton, Free

Artesani Park & Wading Pool has lifeguards on duty, showers, changing rooms, picnic area, ice cream truck comes often, awesome playground for toddlers and older kids and plenty of parking. Truly is a gem.

Assabet Splash Pad, Northborough, $

Splash Park in Downtown Northborough is a great place to spend visit for families with young kids. The splash park has spray fountains, etc., and it's shaded and has staff on hand to monitor. Location: South Street, Northborough, MA, 01532 Phone: 508-393-5034 The Assabet Park on South Street (Rt 135) in downtown Northborough. Next to it is a good-sized playground with a large, complex climbing/sliding structure, see-saws, picnic tables, port-a-potty, etc. Less than a mile away is Tom's Gourmet Marketplace where you'll find the BEST meals you can imagine, including Ciabattas and gelato. A great getaway for a hot summer day. 12:30pm to 6:00pm Daily Closed on Wednesdays Opens June 16-August 19th.  Free for Northboro residents Non-Northboro resident the Splash Pad cost $4 per child. 

Beaver Brook Reservation Spray Deck & Playground, Belmont, Free

Ideal for toddlers through age 5 years. There are swings, slides and climbing structures, as well as a nifty Spray Pool that includes boulders for kids to climb over. Location: Trapelo Road, Belmont, MA, 02178 Phone:(617) 727-5380 Ideal for toddlers through age 5 years. There are swings, slides and climbing structures. The primary attracton on hot summer days, however, is the 'Spray Pool' - a nifty area with water spraying out of ground vents and boulders for kids to climb over. There is a lifeguard on duty. The area backs onto Beaver Brook Reservation, which has a stream and picnic tables, and a large area for softball & volleybal games. There are also two covered pavillions for picnicking.  Restrooms are available on site when the park is open. Spray Pool Hours: Tuesday - Sunday, 10:00am -4:30pm, Tot Lot/Reservation Hours: Daily in summer from 10:00am - 6:00pm In winter, reservation closes at dusk, From Route 128: Take Exit 28A/Trapelo Road East, toward Belmont. Proceed 3.4 miles to the third set of lights and turn right onto Waverly Oaks Road. Parking lot is on your left. The Spray Pool and Tot Lot are visible from Trapelo Road on the right.

Bradley Palmer State Park Wading Pool, Topsfield, $

This toddler-friendly pool features a mushroom that showers, a turtle to climb on, and ice-cream trucks.

Cass Memorial Swimming Pool, Roxbury, Free

Kids of all ages can take swim lessons here, or just beat the heat and go for a cooling public swim!

CoCo Key Indoor Water Resort: Sheraton Ferncroft, Danvers, $$$$

Key West moves to Massachusetts at CoCo Key Water Resort at the Sheraton Ferncroft Hotel in Danvers! New England’s first indoor waterpark resort, it’s a great anytime getaway for the whole family.

Colonnade Rooftop Pool, Boston, $$$$

Beat the Heat at the Colonnade's Roof Top Pool. Located on the 12th floor of The Colonnade Hotel, the RTP features a poolside dining menu including, breakfast, lunch, and dinner, as well as an extensive cocktail menu.

Davis Farmland & Water Spray Park, Sterling, $$$

Located in beautiful, rural Sterling, Davis' Farmland is a unique farm experience. It boasts the largest collection of endangered farm animals in the United Sta

Frog Pond Spray Pool & Fountain, Boston, Free

Kids love to keep cool at the Frog Pond at the Boston Common. Splash around in the a giant wading pool a stay cool in the fun fountains.

Geisler Memorial Swimming Pool, Lawrence, Free

Open 10:00am to 6:00pm, 7 days a week from late June until mid-August. Children must be accompanied by an adult and showers are required before entering the pool.

Johnson Playground and Stony Brook Spray Deck, Jamaica Plain, Free

Have fun on the playground, and chill out with the spray of the Spray Deck at Johnson Playground in Jamaica Plain.

McCrehan Memorial Swimming and Wading Pool, Cambridge, Free

You'll find lots of splashy fun at McCrehan Memorial Swimming and Wading Pool. Within the DCR pool system, swimming pools have a water depth of at least two feet. Wading pools have a water depth between one inch and two feet.

Mirabella Pool, Boston, Free

Boston Center for Youth and Families public swimming pool. Open 7 days/week during the summer from 11 am to 7 pm.

One Stop Fun - Pool Plaza, Westford, $$

For summer fun enjoy the huge outdoor pool equipped with giant slides. Water level is about 1.5 feet to 6 feet, so kids of all ages can have a blast here. Location: 49 Power Rd., Westford, MA Phone:(978) 692-9907, The outdoor pool at One Stop Fun measures only 1½ feet deep in the “toddler friendly” shallow area, and 6 feet in the deep end — the perfect landing spot for our 4 waterslides!

Kids love the spraying mushroom, shooting lemon drops and our floating wattsit. We also have a small ”preschool” slide in our shallow end for the smaller kids. Our squirting playground and fun water tables provide a great pool alternative for our younger non-swimmers.  The pool area contains lounge chairs, umbrellas, patio tables, access to our indoor snack bar and restrooms. Alcoholic beverages may be brought into the pool area if aged 21+. (No glass containers allowed). The pool has certified lifeguards on duty at all times. This family fitness and activity center includes a full service play structure that has three stories of tubes and tunnels for climbing and exploring, a wave slide, a spiral slide and its own toddler area for hours of fun and adventure! Kids will have a ball in the giant foam pit (containing 13,000 blocks of foam) with a rope, bar and zipline, the full size trampoline (complete with safety net) and for the climbers - check out the brand new rockwall. Tuesdays and Thursdays you get an added bonus from 11:30-12:15pm when they open up the enormous gymnastics room for free play. Call ahead to ensure no other events will supercede this timeslot. For summer fun grab a membership and enjoy the huge outdoor pool equpped with giant slides. Water level is about 1.5 feet in the toddler friendly area and about 6 feet near the slides, so kids of all ages can have a blast here. Pool Season:: mid-June thru August Pool Hours: Weekdays: 11:00am - 7:00pm, Weekends: 10:00am - 7:00pm Daily Passes: $14/child Pool (member price $11/child)

$19/child Pool and Gym Mania (member price ($14/child) $7/child after 5:00pm

Boston or Rt. 95/128:

Take Rt. 2 West to Concord Circle, then West on Rt. 2A/119. Proceed for about 6 miles to Power Road (on your right). One Stop Fun is 1 mile on your left.

North of Boston:

Take Rt. 495 South to Exit 32 (Westford), left off exit, first right (at lights) on to Rt. 110. Proceed for about 1 mile to Power Road (on your left). One Stop Fun is 1 mile on your right.

Splash Fountain at Christian Science Plaza, Boston, Free

Each summer The First Church of Christ, Scientist opens its beloved fountain to the public. On hot summer days you're sure to cool off at this famous landmark.

Veterans Memorial Swimming and Wading Pool (Magazine Beach), Cambridge, Free

Veterans Memorial Swimming and Wading Pool is a great summer cooling spot with plenty of parking. Open 7 days a week from 11:30-5:30 in the summer. Change rooms/showers are available and lifeguards on duty. Playground nearby. Right on the Charles.

